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Appendix 2: 
 

➘ 2015 Journeyperson Survey details 
 

Key extrapolated1 findings from 2015 MOFGA Journeyperson Survey | conducted August 
2015- Data Analysis 

# of JPs still farming (92 percent of total past and present 
journeypersons) 212 

# of JPs who are owner/operator 186 

# of JPs farming in Maine 200 

Hired jobs on journeyperson farms (including Full-time, 
Part-time, Seasonal, and Apprentices) 799 

Total land base (owned, leased, rented, managed) of current 
and past journeypersons farm owner/operators 10,564 

 

  

                                                
1 All aggregate numbers in these charts are based on survey responses extrapolated over total number of 
past and present journeypersons. 
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Key data points from 2015 MOFGA Journeyperson Survey | Conducted August 2015 
Survey response data 

Of reporting farmers 55 percent female 
42 percent male 

  

Of ALL journeyperson alums who 
completed survey (includes current 
owners/operators and farm employees)  

92 percent still farming 
81 percent farming as owner/operator 
87 percent farming in Maine 
87 percent have college degree (undergraduate or higher) 
94 percent did not grow up on a farm 
22 different states & countries represented 
Average age is 34 

  

Of owner/operators 

95 percent farming in Maine 
72 percent have one or more FT year round employees 
39 percent has two or more FT year round employees 
70 percent plan to expand their operations in the coming 
years 
63 percent have secure land arrangements on all land 
(own, long term lease, family land) 
78 percent have secure land arrangements on some land 
(own, long term lease, family land with 12 reporting short 
term rental +lease and/or own) 
22 percent have insecure land arrangements (short-term 
rental or other insecure arrangement) 
12 percent farming 100+ acres 
79 percent farming more than 5 acres 

  

Of total currently farming (excludes 
those who indicated they are not 
currently farming) 

67 percent certified organic 
32 percent earn 50 percent or more of household income 
from farm 
70 percent sell more than half of their total farm products 
within 25 miles of their farm 

  

Pre-journeyperson experience 

62 percent worked on farms (as employees) for 2 to 5 
years 
78 percent were the owners/primary operators for 0 to 1 
years 
87 percent had little or no "formal" agricultural education 
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Appendix 3- USDA Data Charts: 
 

Key statistics and comparisons - USDA 2014 & 2008 Organic Surveys  
 

Table 1. Farms, Land Use, and Sales of Organically Produced Commodities on Certified and Exempt 
Organic Farms & Table 3:Value-Added Organic Product Sales -- Certified and Exempt Organic Farms 

  2008 
2014 -released 
9/2015     

US-# of organic & 
exempt farms  14,540 14,093 -3.07  

percent changed between 2008 and 
2014 

US -total harvested 
& pasture/rangeland 
acres 4,077,337 3,670,560 -9.98  

percent changed between 2008 and 
2014 

US total value of 
organic agricultural 
products sold $3,164,995,000 $5,454,979,000 72.40  

percent changed between 2008 and 
2014 

US total value of 
value added 
products sold $213,817,968 $730,262,119 241.00  

percent changed between 2008 and 
2014 

US land owned 
(acres) not available 2,221,715 59.57  

percent of total organic land in 
production 2014 

US land rented 
(acres not available 1,507,957 40.43  

percent of total organic land in 
production 2014 

          
Maine - # of 
organic & exempt 
farms 379 517 36.41  

percent changed between 2008 and 
2014 

Maine - total 
harvested & 
pasture/rangeland 
acres  28,265 58,443 106.77  

percent changed between 2008 and 
2014 

Maine total value of 
organic agriculture 
products sold $30,675,000 $54,178,000 76.60  

percent changed between 2008 and 
2014 

Maine total value of 
value added 
products sold $1,126,266 $2,524,805 124.00  

percent changed between 2008 and 
2014 

Maine- land owned 
(total acres) not available 29414 49.87  

percent of total land in production 
2014 

Maine- land rented 
(total acres) not available 29,563 50.13  

percent of total land in production 
2014 

Continued on next page 

 

 

Key statistics and comparisons - USDA 2014 & 2008 Organic Surveys – continued 
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Table 19-2008, table 26-2014  Five-year Production Plan -Certified and Exempt Organic Farms 

  

2008- 
percent of 
farms 

2014- 
percent of 
farms 

 percent 
change 

National -USA- plan to increase organic production 37.2 percent 39 percent 4.80 percent 
National-USA- maintain current level of organic 
production 41 percent 43 percent 4.88 percent 

National-USA decrease organic production 4 percent 3 percent -25 percent 

Maine farms planning to  increase organic production 40 percent 45 percent 12.50 percent 
Maine farms planning to maintain current level of 
organic production 37.7 percent 39 percent 3.45 percent 

Maine farms planning to  decrease organic production 3.7 percent 3 percent -18.92 percent 
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Appendix 4 — Locavore Index Comparison Chart: 

 

Appendix 5 – MOFGA Farmer and Gardener Workshops and Trainings 2015 
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Advanced Training 

❖ Advanced Farm Business Planning 
❖ Growers Meetings 
❖ Peer Groups 

 
Animal Husbandry and Processing Training 

❖ Nose To Tail Pork Processing Workshop 
❖ Poultry Processing Workshop 

 
Apprentice and Journeyperson Targeted Workshops 

❖ Farm Beginnings 
❖ QuickBooks Training 
❖ Farm Training Projects 

 
Community and Introductory Workshops 

❖ Grow Your Own Organic Garden 
❖ Kitchen Licensing Workshop 
❖ Organic Farming: Principles & Practices 
❖ Seasonal Cooking 

 
Conferences and Large Events 

❖ Agricultural Trades Show 
❖ Common Ground Country Fair 
❖ Farmer to Farmer Conference 
❖ Great Maine Apple Day 
❖ Seed Swap and Scion Exchange 
❖ Spring Growth Conference 

 
Forestry Workshops 

❖ Low Impact Forestry Introduction, Level I, Level II 
❖ Chain Saw Safety Level 1 
❖ Cherryfield Forestry Day 

 
Orcharding Workshops 

❖ Bud Grafting Workshop 
❖ Grafting Workshop 
❖ Organic Workshop 101 
❖ Pruning Workshop 
❖ Renovating Old Apple Trees 
❖ Summer Orchard Care Workshop 
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